CHAPTER V

THE  SERVICE   OF SECURITY

DBAGOMIEOW writes thus "The principles of the
art of war are within the reach of the most common-
place intelligence, but this does not mean to say that
such an intelligence would be able to practice them."
A teaching which should confine itself to no more than
explaining those principles, without troubling it&elf
about practice, would therefore be useless.

With that very object of practice m view, we will
now study in detail the functioning of the flank guaid
of the Fifth Corps.

We have seen how its forces had to be divided into
a main body and a security of service, m order to enable
the army corps to reach Bitche in spite of the enemy;
also how it was thus thought possible to obey, that is, to
carry out a given order, by counteracting and neutral-
ising the freely taken dispositions of the adversary.

We have equally seen oy means of what calculations
of time and of co-ordinated information the mam part
of the flank guard might have managed to interpose
itself, at a suitable moment, on the junctions of the
dangerous roads

Let us discover in our present study how, with the
enemy coming on, this service of security should func-
tion, what tactics, what attitude, ^it ought to adopt in
order to fulfil its task,

Let us examine whether these measures, taken with
a view to ensuring secunty, which we have deemed
necessary, are in fact sufficient.

To this end I have supposed that an enemy force,
at least one division strong, had taken up its place, on
August 4th, 1870, near Alt-AJtheim (three and a half
miles from the frontier, seven from Bettwiller), and had
set out the next day with the intention of keeping the
French Fifth Corps back in the hills, of preventing its
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